C13 Juvenile Justice Circuit Advisory Board Meeting
September 21, 2018
Submitted by Jennifer Cristiano

Attendance

1. Welcome and
Introductions
2. Board Issues and
Updates

Jennifer Cristiano, Elvin Martinez, Freddy Barton, Leerone Benjamin, Sarah Blumberg, Robert Boileau, Chrissy Dorion, Kelly
Hammersley, Julie Holt, Noel Johnson, Gina Justice, Scott Kelley, Raquel Valdez, Davia Lerebours, Tina Levene, Diane Lindsay,
April May, John Mayo, Pat McGhee, Patrick Minzie, Rob Parkinson, Sandra Pinkney, Samuel Rojka, Judy Roysden, Sharon Streater,
Craig Timko, Mike Trepper, Judge Twine Thomas, Gary White, DaNisha Wilkerson, Marcus Wilson, Steve Owen
Mr. Martinez opened the meeting at 10:01 am. Introductions were made. Minutes from the July 20, 2018 meeting were reviewed. Mr.
Kert Rojka moved to approve the minutes and Mr. Gary White seconded. Minutes were approved.
• Probation (Judy Roysden) –
o
Probation Update: 5978 youth on intake, 499 youth on Supervision, 63 on Aftercare, and 91 committed. Ms.
Roysden reported 13 in detention on the wait list. Ms. Roysden shared a letter regarding the PJO Law. Department
wants to remind everyone of their effort to reduce the waitlists. There is an average about 13 youth awaiting
placement with approximately 5 needing specialized beds.
•

•

Detention (Marcus Wilson/Mr. Owen) – population as of today is 40. Kert Rojka questioned 13 beds for PJO being part of the 40.
Crossover Church cookout with the youth this past weekend. Federal grant study program to reduce isolation in detention. Decrease
in confinement rates compared to last year.
o Staffing update: Ms. Caldwell has 28 years all at detention. Frank Watson was named central region support worker. Ten
new staff has been hired with 9 other trainees in the facility.
o 2 mods under construction; looking for book donations and volunteers for a facility library. Volunteer opportunities contact
Mr. Wilson. Mr. Owens was welcomed to the Advisory Board.
JDAI (Sarah Blumberg) o RED committee application to Georgetown University. Has been accepted and attending in late March of 2019. Applied
for the Justice Assistance Grant which we did not receive; however, we did receive assistance with funding for the
participation in March.
o Circuit Advisory Board DRAI letter shared as some have mentioned they did not receive the letter. Current instrument 25
years old and less than effective in predicting outcomes secure vs HD vs outright. New instrument developed with the help
of outside researchers using a sample population of over 46k youth, statewide collaborative group to vote on the DRAI
(statutorily mandated) new DRAI approved in December and now working on Policy and Procedure and training. Role out
is scheduled for July 2019.
o Currently in the process of taking JDAI to state scale. Meeting 2 weeks ago with representatives from all over the state to
determine the best way to bring it to the entire stated. 60 percent of the state of Florida reside in a JDAI site (definition of
state scale). Currently at 5 sites, so a few more need to be brought on board.
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o

•
•

•

•

Internal focus group next week regarding reducing isolation in the detention center. Mr. Rojka questioned the reduction of
the number of youth going to secure based on the new DRAI. Ms. Blumberg will look into and respond next meeting. Ms.
Roysden indicated a plan to work on supervision of the youth that will increase due to the new DRAI. Mr. Johnson asked
about clinical oversite for the supervision youth. Ms. Roysden indiated 5 stake holder trainings taking place for training
on the new DRAI.
DJJ Prevention (Pat McGhee )- Conference call yesterday discussed funding being released soon with details to come. Reminded
the group to have the grant review team available and ready as more information comes out.
DV Civil Citation Committee Update (Kert Rojka) – Thanked everyone on the committee for their assistance and support. He
stated there were some obstacles that we were not aware of which caused this program to not move forward. Plan was to use
Children Services location for respite care and reintegration with the family; however, that is not possible at this time. At this time,
the project is on hold. Goal is to eventually use the expanded JAC facility. Question from audience-Mr. Rojka indicated
Hillsborough County does a great job utilizing the civil citation and all but 13 misdemeanors are eligible.
Civil Citation (Ms. Justice) – August there were 37 referrals; 20 from the community and 17 from the schools. 31 are still active 6
closed unsuccessfully: 1 no-show, 2 not eligible, 2 parents declined, 1 new law violation. Expansion to include all first -time
offenders. Work is now upon the court to try to determine the workload with transferring those cases within the court. Potentially
move some of the workload within JDP to other areas. Findings will be reported October/November via email.
Safe & Sound Update (Mr. Barton) –
o August- started JDC project in partnership with the CDC- completed employability’s training- 8 youth met with career
center staff to potentially match with employers; 2 have successfully gained employment. 40 youth came to the Kings
Forest Park rec center- team game night first Friday of every month; presentation by Law Enforcement. Application for
community gun and safe plan. Expanding to the Town and County area and then Temple Terrace.
o Continuing to address faith and mental health- first forum. Brought in over 28 members of the faith based community and
discussed addressing barriers to address stigma on mental health. Drug and youth forum in Plant city sponsored by safe
and sound and improvement league of plant city. Drugs overall but specifically methamphetamines. They asked for
community advisory forum to bring in youth to discuss their opinions.
o Mr. Rojka asked about mock trials. Mr. Barton indicated they would like to start with the alternative schools but it takes
time to get into the schools. Going back to Greco around November/December. Looking at expanding beyond the schools
and having them in the community. Judge Twine Thomas commended Mr. Barton for his leadership in safe and sound.
Ms. Justice stated there is a place on the court website where groups can ask for tours of the court and learn the criminal
justice system.
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•

•

•

3. New Buisness

•

•

JAC Update (Jennifer Cristiano) – Ms. Heather White, current Program Supervisor at the JAC is taking on a new positon at the
administrative office; therefore, interviews will be conducted to select a new supervisor. Community Connections update – still
in the zoning process. ACTS is attempting to negotiate buying additional property to accommodate the parking needs of the new
facility.
CINS/FINS (Mr. Minzie) – Rhonda was unable to attend; Mr. Menzi was introduced as the new Operations Manager. DV youth
being served from 2016. To date they have served 92 total DV clients; 11 have come back at least once. Out of those 11, one youth
came back twice. A 12 percent recidivism rate was reported. CINS/FINS serves roughly 3 youth per day. Ms. Roysden questioned
whether the 92 youth were on probation and not just civil citation to which the response was Yes.
Member Reports:
o Ms. Levene- excited about Interim secretary Tim Niermann with the resigning of Christy Daly. CAB chair training
October 29th, Mark Greenwald is coming from Tallahassee. Restoring Hope Training October 30-31 in Orlando.
October 8th CAB chair call. Legislative affairs director will be addressing SB 1392. Mr. Martinez reminded the group
that the restoring hope training was emailed out and encouraged participation from all members.
Discussion of Board Priorities (Elvin)- Thanked Judge Twine Thomas, Rocky, and Kert for their service and participation on the
group. Announced new members. Mr. Martinez gave a brief history of the development of the board and indicated his
appreciation of being part of the board. As chair elect, Mr. Martinez met with several community stakeholders and came up with
5 priorities.
o Adding DV to civil citation
o Community Connections- expanding JAC to include non-secure section for those who need services without an arrest.
o Mental Health Court
o Annual Public Service Award- application process for those that service JJ population can nominate someone from their
organization. Committee will be put together to select the award recipient.
o Public Service Campaign- Although numbers are low, Burglary is a crime that continuously increases. In speaking with
Law Enforcement, the point is to keep all doors locked. Looking to have a billboard that we can put messages on such as
“lock your doors”. Mr. Parkinson has initiated contact with Crime Stoppers of Tampa Bay.
Mr. Rojka motioned to accept these priorities with Ms. Dorian seconding. Question was asked about forming sub-committes. Mr.
Martinez asked for those interested to contact him as he would like to form these as soon as possible. No further discussion
regarding this. The group unanimously approved these 5 priorities.
Board Membership- formal process of applying to be a participating. Anyone interested shall contact Mr. Martinez. The group
lacks a member of the legislature as there were previously. Also, could use involvement of a justice involved youth
(requirements 18-21 with previous involved in the justice system) and a parent of a justice involved youth, and finally the faith

*Closed Captioning and Video of this C13 JJ Circuit Advisory Board Meetings are available upon request.*

C13 Juvenile Justice Circuit Advisory Board Meeting
September 21, 2018
Submitted by Jennifer Cristiano

community. Mr. Babb has volunteered to serve in that capacity. Ms. Roysden suggested membership of someone from a
residential program who is in the audience.
Mr. Martinez also recognized USF students in the audience who are in the Master’s program for Social Work.
Ms. Blumberg invited Dr. Minerva Spanner-Morrow to become a member who is also in the audience.
Mr. Trepper suggested having a current student to participate on the board.

4. Presentations

5. Acknowledgements/
Announcements
6. Public Comment
7. Adjourn

•
•

Craig Powell from PowerNet was scheduled to be here but unfortunately could not attend the meeting today.
Mr. Mike Trepper from Prodigy Cultural Arts Program presented on the prodigy program. Developed from USF School of
Social Work, initially developed as a prevention and diversion program. More recently, used as a prevention program. He
along with other staff are going on a prodigy is still here tour due to community thinking Prodigy did not exist after having
an 87 percent budget cut. Trying to build back the program. Video presentation on the program was shown. Website:
www.uacdc.org

Ms. Justice announced Ms. Martinez has been promoted to Director of Resource Development. Advertising for her current position.
Congratulations to Ms. Martinez.
Ms. McGhee spoke of her experience at Girls Court and acknowledged Judge Twine-Thomas.
None
Elvin Martinez, Jr. moved to adjourn the meeting. With all in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
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